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INSTRUCTOR BIOGRAPHIES

Natalie Johnson is the Section Chief of the Technical Support and Site Discovery Section in the
Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup in MassDEP’s Northeast Region. She provides technical guidance and
assistance on various complex topics and oversees ongoing efforts to identify PFAS sources within
the region. Before joining MassDEP in 2020, she worked as an environmental consultant specializing
in environmental forensics and source identification. Natalie received her PhD and M.S. in chemical
engineering (with a focus on geochemistry) from Standford University, and her B.S. in chemical
engineering at Brown University.

Derrick (Ricky) Salvatore joined MassDEP in 2022 and is working in the Bureau of Waste Site
Cleanup’s Technical Support and Site Discovery team in the Northeast Region, with a focus on PFAS.
He specializes in database development, complex data analysis, and data visualization. Prior to
joining MassDEP, he spent several years working with the PFAS Project Lab at Northeastern
University, where he researched the occurrence of PFAS in environmental justice communities and
developed interactive maps for data visualization. Ricky earned B.S. degrees in Environmental
Science and Mathematics from Northeastern.



